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IN MEMORIAM

RobertAllenRutland
1 OCTOBER 1922-30 DECEMBER 2000

Robert Allen Rutland, professor emeritus at the University of Virginia and research professor of history at
the University of Tulsa, died at his home in Tulsa on 30
December 2000 at the age of seventy-eight. He made
original contributions in several fields-in early American
politics, the Constitution, and documentary editing. As a
mentor he inspired and encouraged his colleagues, particularly those who worked with him on the Papers of
James Madison.
Born on 1 October 1922 in Okmulgee, Oklahoma,
he was the son of Stanley Allen Rutland and Beatrice
Newman Rutland Degen. His father died when Bob was
three years old. He grew up in Okemah and Tulsa during
the Great Depression, an experience that he recounted in
ABoyhood in theDustBowl, 1926-1934(19)5). He enrolled
at the University of Tulsa before the United States entered
World War II, then served in the Pacific Theater with the
U.S. Army. In 1947 Bob graduated from the University
of Oklahoma and married Peggy Marchant. He worked
as a reporter for United Press International in Oklahoma
City and later for the Broken Arrow Ledger. He earned
his M.A. from Cornell in 1950 and his Ph.D. in history
from Vanderbilt in 1953. Bob took pride in his first book,
1beGoldenHurricane: Fifty YearsifFootbaIlatthe Uniwrsily
ofTulsa, 189~ 1945 (1953).
After experience as a research associate at the State
Historical Society of Iowa, Bob taught journalism for
fIfteen years at the University of California at Los Angeles. Those years saw the publication of The Birth ofthe Bill
ofRights (1955), GeorgeMason, ReluctantStatesman(1%1),
and The Ordeal ofthe Constitution (1966), which won the
Commonwealth dub of California Silver Medal. He was
a Fulbright Professor at Innsbruck University during the
academic year 1960--61. While coordinating bicentennial
programs at the Library of Congress, 1969-70, he completed his edition of The Papers ifGeorge Mason C3 vols.,
1970).
In 1971 the editorial office of the Papers ofJames
Madison moved from the University of Chicago to the
University of Virginia, and the project's advisory board
appointed Bob as editor. Nine volumes were published
under his supervision, and during his years at VIrginia he
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wrote 1beNewsmongers:journalism intheLffocftheNation,
16~1972(1973), Madison'sAiternatives: 1bejeffersonian
Repu}iicansandtheOYmingcfWar, 1m~1812(1975), Gmrge

Maunandthe WarforIndeJxmdence(1W6), 1hellina:raJsfrom
jffenvnto carter(1979), arrljame;Ma£if1DnandtheSearchfor
Nationhood (1981). Always a dedicated teacher, Bob taught
in the History Department throughout his years at Virginia and was visiting professor of history at the University of East Anglia in 1980.
For those who worked with him on the Papers of
James Madison, our memories of Bob are formed by
our early impressions. FredrikaJ. Teute, editor of publications at the Omohundro Institute of Early American
History and Culture, recalls:
When Bob Rutland hired me as an editor on the
Papers of James Madison in the summer of
1971, I was not quite sure what the job really
would entail. Only recently out of college, I suspected I would end up doing a lot of secretarial
office work. My worst fears seemed to be confirmed when one of the first days Bob asked me
to write a letter of inquiry concerning a Madison
manuscript. I dutifully typed it up and took it in
for him to sign. He looked at it with genuine
shock and exclaimed, no, I didn't mean you to
type that for me. Put your own name on it and
sign it.
This incident introduced me to Bob's equalitarian worldview. He was one of the most supportive and nonhierarchical people I have known.
He gave everyone a chance. Sometimes his positive can-do attitude had less than successful results, but more often he engendered projects to
fiuition and encouraged people to fulfillment. He
turned many neophyte students of history into
fine historians and historical editors. Expansive
in his views of what was possible, he was a pragmatist at heart and offered advice, and sometimes
a job, to those who needed it.
A man of indomitable optimism and determination, his energy was fathomless. Having writ-

ten dozens of books and edited volumes more,
with his last one just published, he surely was
dreaming up another one on the night he died.
All who knew Bob were touched by his kindness, his enthusiasm, and his humanity and were
the better for it. His zeal for history, and those
who made it, endured to the last. May Clio favor him now with her embrace; the rest of us
will remember him fondly and well.
Jeanne K. Cross recollects:
I was fortunate enough to work for Bob Rutland
from 1972-a year after he came to the Papers
ofJames Madison-until his retirement in 1986.
Over those fourteen years we developed a close
friendship, which continued after he left
Charlottesville, and he plays a major role in my
most treasured memories. I remember his kindness. Bob went out of his way to help anyone
who crossed his path. With his warm and gracious wife, Peggy, Bob made newcomers feel
welcome and looked after widowed and elderly
acquaintances. I remember his energy. In addition to editing, teaching, and his remarkable legacy
of writings, Bob was always involved in a project
or championing a cause. His interests ranged

from gardening to politics, from music to investing. One of his most ambitious undertakings was
establishing a Jazz Hall of Fame, in the process
arranging concerts in Charlottesville by performers such as Wynton Marsalis and Buddy Rich.
Most of all I remember him as a generous, caring, and supportive mentor and friend. Bob was
truly an extraordinary human being, who touched
an extraordinary number of lives. And those of
us whose lives he touched will always remember
him with great admiration, appreciation, and love.
Charles F. Hobson, editor of the Papers of John
Marshall, joined the Madison Papers staff in 1972. He
remembers his early encounters with Bob:
I flrst met Bob in 1969, when he was at the Library of Congress and I was doing dissertation
research. He remembered that conversation two
years later when I telephoned him about an opening on the Madison Papers. In 1974 Bob took
his young staff to Princeton to observe at first
hand Arthur Link's editorial operation at the
Woodrow Wilson Papers. The idea, apparently,
was to leam Link's secret of getting a volume out
every six months. In any event, Bob hoped this
visit would inspire us to get the Madison volumes
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out at a more rapid pace. He good-naturedly
tolerated our determination not to let the volume
out of our hands until we were satisfied it was
ready to go to press.
These were heady times to be part of the
Madison edition, almost like having a ringside seat
at the founding of the American republic. I will
always be grateful to Bob for giving a neophyte
historian and documentary editor such large responsibility for annotating this matchless collection of correspondence and papers.
Bob was open and friendly, befitting his
Oklahoma roots. He was the antithesis of academic snobbery and stuffiness, completely lacking in pretense. He and Peggy (also an
Oklahoman) were charming and gracious hosts
at many splendid parties in their Charlottesville
home. They always included the young Madison
staffers in these gatherings of faculty and neighbors, making us feel like we belonged to the
community.
One of the founders of the Association for Documentary Editing, Bob edited the first issues of its Newsletter(the forerunner of Documentary Editing) in 1979. He
retired from the University of Virginia in 1986 and divided his time between Charlottesville and Tulsa, where
he held a visiting professorship. During an active retirement,hewrctejamesMadison: TheFoundingFather(1f:$1)
and ThePresidencyifjamesMadison(1WJ)' ChuiesHoi:NJn
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noted that "The death of his beloved Peggy in 1991 was
a shock to his system that propelled him to even greater
activity writing books and traveling (he was the peripatetic wanderer, so it seemed, during his last decade)." He
moved back to Tulsa, where hewrote TheRepuhlicans.from
Lincoln to Bush (1996) and editedjamesMadison and the
American Union, 1751-1836: AnEncyclopedia (1994) and
Oio'sFatXJrites: IeadingHistoriansiftheUnitedState;, 1~
2000 (2000). A dozen of his books remain in print.
Bob is SUIVived by his daughters, Nancy Allen Rutland
and Mary Elizabeth Rutland Farley. In December 1999
he established the Stanley Rutland Endowed Professorship in History in honor of his father. His family has expanded the professorship to honor both Robert and
Stanley Rutland. Gifts in memory of Bob may be sent to
the Office of Institutional Advancement, University of
Tulsa, 600 South College Avenue, Tulsa, Oklahoma 741043189. Checks should be made payable to the University
of Tulsa, with a memo reference to the Rutland Professorship.
At the time of his death, Bob was in bed reading The
New
We can all envy the manner of his departure.
-Thomas A. Mason, Fredrika J. Teute, Jeanne K.
Cross, and Charles F. Hobson

yomer.

Parts of this obituary were previously published in the WinterSpring 2001 issue of Uncommon Sense, the newsletter of the
Omohundro Institute ofEariy American HistOlY and Culture, and in
TheMadisonsofMontpelier.TheKeep>akeofanExhibitioninHonorof
RobertA. Rutland (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Library,
1986).

